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To the Right Honorable the Houſe of Peers; 
_allembled in Parliament. 


The humbl: Petition of the ('ounty of Southampton. 


Moſt bumbly ſheweth, | 
PRARA ET Har, accordingto Gods Word, whereof one tittle ſhall not fail, 4 Kingdom, or Houſe divi- 
RA ded, cant fland : diſſention and diſcord ſubvert and ruinethe moſt potent Monarchs, and 
RP flouriſhing Eftares in the world ; but Peace and Religion are the works of abſolute per- 
@ fccion, which being united, make a State unconquerable, To finiſh this work; is wor- 
thy your Honours moft ſerious employment, which we conceive cannot be cffeRed, whillt 
the popiſh Lords, who are manifeſt enemies to both, are admitted to vote amongſt you , and therefore 
their conſent cannot be expected. They are Papiſts, who have raiſe] Rebellion in Ireland, and deſire. 
\ nothing more than the utcer deſtruCtion of allthat profeſſe the Proteſtant Religion ; and have moſt mer- 
ci clly imbrued their hands in the blood of very many of them : and vve are confident, That the 
Prieſts and Papiſts in this Kingdom are conſederate with them, and would do the like execution ere ; 
and had prevailed intheir fiequentattempts, 1t God in his mercy had not prevented their devilliſh plots 
tO Our preſervation. | | 
Whcrefore we earneſtly pray (their malice being ſo apparently known ) that the Popiſh 
| Lords Votes may be taker away, and all Papiſts confined ; for while they are at liberty , they. 
will be ever contriving new miſckiefs, to bring us to confuſion, We further beſeech you, That 
you will be pleaſed to joyn with the Houſe of Commons, in adviſing and petitioning His: ſa- 
cred Majeſty to reſide neer his Parlizment, And that care be ſpeedily raken thar the Prince may 
| beneer London, and have-Education anſwerable to his high Birth and State , . That Ireland may 
be relieved, The Seas guarded with a ſtrong Fleer, Our Caſtles and Forts prepared fot defence 
againſt forraiga or domeſtick enemies ; The Priviledges of Parliament maintained, which are 
e chicfeſt and moſt reall Inhericance, purchaſed and lefc to us by the great care and prowweſle 
- of our Anceſtors ; which we, with the like zeal and affeRion, —_ to preſerve to our poſteri- 
ty, moſt inviolable from all eoforcements. And as ve do acknowledge with all thanktulneſſe 
your indefatigable labours, in compoſing the diftratedeſtate of this Kingdom, of which ve 
have lately had very good experience, eſpecially in your Lordſhips Noble concurrence with the 
"Honorable Houſe of Commons in taking away the Votes of Biſhops, and ſerling many other 
things of greatconcernment, So ve ſhall fairhfully , according to our Duty and Proteſtation, 
with our lives and Fortunes, detend his Royall Majeſty, and your Honours, agreeing with the 
Houſe of Commons, from all dangers, with our urmoſt power, 


TY | Z 5 
Torhe Honourable, the Houſe of Commons now aſſembled in Parliament. 


The humble Petition of the bigh. Sheriffe, Knights, Eſquires, and Gentlemen of the grand- Inqueſt , Miniſters, 
Freeholders and inhabitants of the Countie of Southampton, «t the generall Aſviſes. 5 


Humbly fbewetb, : 

, H [tes Pericioners doe with all kumble chankfulneſſe and admiration, acknowledge the unwearied endeavours of this Honourable 
| Houſe, fur there-:ſtabliſhmenr of truth and peace amongſt us, norwirh(tanding the malignant oppoſition of the popiſh and Prela- 
ricall party, and arertruely apd chorowly ſenſible of rhe bleffipgs we enjoy in the ſuppreſſion of Arbicrary Governmenr, Setling Tri- 

enniall Parliaments, Diſvoring Biſhops, with many other great things expreſſed in your Remonſtrance, which it hath pleaſed the Lord ro e&f- 

feXtor ns, by your Noble means, whereof we rejoyce. | a | x 
. Thar neverthelcfſe when we conſider the great and manifold dangers that yer threaten this Kingdom, by in vaſion from forraigne parts, and 
by eur own diviſions at home , cauſed by the Votes of Popifh Lords in the Houſe of Peers, The continual praftiſcs of their adherents in the 
Countrey, And nakedn<cfle for defence ; The corruprions yet remaining in the Church, The deplorable condition of our dear brethren in Tre- 
lnd : particularly, when wereflc upon our own County , confifting of ncer 250 Pariſhes, whereof we fear there is nor a fatth part turniſh- 
ed with conſcionable, conſtant Preaching Minifters : Unto which Spiricuall calamicy, we may adde the hazard we run in eur Lives and Eſtates, 
through the decayes in our Caſtles and Forrs, Our want of Amanipicion Wedknefitof our Trained Bands, Mulricudes of Papiſts,nor only re- 
fiding there, bur reſorting hicher trom other places,the ruine of Trades, and particularly of Cloatking,for which the people of theleparrs have 

Lormerty derived their greateſt ſubliſtence, - 


eMarch 11.  Londor, Printed for Foſepb. 
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